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From the Manager’s Desk
The City is working on a project that will replace the 
watermain and road on Ives Avenue and South Street 
from Magnolia Ave to Northland Drive.  The project is 
estimated to cost nearly $2 million dollars and take 3 
months to complete.  The original schedule had work 
occurring from mid-May to early September 2019.  
The Michigan Economic Development Corporation 
has committed approximately $1.8 million to the 
project and with those resources come approval 
requirements that have delayed the start date.  

Starting later would impinge on FSU’s fall semester, so 
a revised schedule is being developed.  The revision 
will likely involve work being completed in 2 phases, 
split between Summer 2019 and Summer 2020.  The 
first phase would be from Magnolia to Stadium Drive.  
Another option is to complete all the work in 2020.  
Contact Mark Gifford with questions, 231-592-4058. 

Hello, my name is 
Dave Cushway and I 
am Superintendent 
of the Wastewater 
Treatment Plant.  I 
am currently in my 
16th year of City 
employment and 
hope to continue 
until retirement.  I grew up here, attended Big Rapids 
Public Schools and am a graduate of the HVAC 
Program at Ferris State University.  From 1985-2003, 
I worked in the engineering department of an HVAC 
systems manufacturer in Grand Rapids.  After 18 years 
of valuable experience and frequent travel throughout  
the United States, it was time for a change.

In 2003, I began my employment with the City as a 
Plant Operator and began learning the wastewater 
treatment process through continuing education 
and on-the-job training.  After acquiring 10 years 
of experience and Michigan D, C, and B Wastewater 
Licenses, the position of Plant Superintendent was 
offered to me in 2013.  Since that time, many capital 
improvements and process upgrades have been 
completed, such as:  headworks screening system, 
north plant stairway, entrance gate, automated 
aeration basins, final clarifier repairs, ferric handling   
and digester piping.  New laboratory equipment 
includes a water machine, BOD incubators, 
spectrophotometer and a glassware washer.  Current 
projects include a North State lift station, screw pump 
wet-well, water system upgrades, sludge storage tank 
repairs, and a new Waterloo lift station design.

At the City Commission
On Monday, March 18 the City Commission 
recognized two special orders:

• A Life Saving Award to DART driver Janice 
Bittenbender for administering child CPR and 
saving the life of a 5-year-old child on her bus 
on March 1. See the City’s Facebook Page for 
more details.

• A Proclamation was issued to Schuberg’s 
Insurance Agency recognizing them for 70+ 
years of committment to the City of Big Rapids.

The Commission also acted on several points 
of business. See the City’s website for more 
information about past Commission meetings.

Meet and Greet: Dave Cushway, 
Superintendent of the Wastewater 
Treatment Plant

Overnight parking is again permitted. 
The “All Night Winter Parking” ordinance is in 
effect between November 15 and March 15. 

FYI:



Permit requirements have been numerous, as well:  
Completion of a DEQ-mandated 2-year Ammonia 
Study, 5-year Headworks Loading Study, User-Charge 
and Sewer-Use Ordinance updates, and a multi-year 
WWTP Asset-Management Plan.  After a DEQ 2-year 
application and review process, we were just issued a 
new 5-Year NPDES Plant Operating Permit last month.

Safety Training and Continuing Education is an 
ongoing priority to maintain Staff wastewater licenses 
and a safe work environment.  New safety shower 
and hazardous gas detection equipment has been 
purchased and installed for employee and community 
safety.  It is personally rewarding to know that the 
Wastewater Treatment Staff and Plant play a key role 
in keeping our community and the Muskegon River 
clean, healthy, and safe.

My wife Penny and I live along the river, north of 
town.  In our free time, we enjoy traveling, camping, 
motorcycling, kayaking, hiking, and cross-country 
skiing.  Penny is an artist and musician who plays 
French Horn in the Grand Rapids Symphonic Band 
and a local brass ensemble, so we regularly participate 
in fine arts events.  We also support and volunteer in 
the activities of our shared Community of Christ and 
United Methodist congregations. 

By the Numbers: 03/04-03/17
Dial-a-Ride Service
Low service numbers due to inclement weather.
• 6,273 Total Passengers
• 3,512 Demand Response Passengers
• 2,761 Ferris Shuttle Riders
• 561 Adult Riders and 1,059 Child Riders
• 1,892 Senior or Disabled Riders
Public Safety
• Fire Division responded to 36 calls for service.
• Police Division responded to 86 complaints.
• On March 15, officers arrested a 19 year old male 

in relation to a group of larceny from autos that 
occurred on March 6.

• Charges have been authorized against two 
brothers, 23 and 24 years of age, in relation to 
the drive by shooting of a residence on the 400 
block of Fuller on February 1.

Upcoming Events
Spring Leaf Pick Up - April 15-19
The Public Works Department will be conducting 
leaf pick up from City streets during the week of 
April 15. Mark that weekend on your calendar and 
get out your rakes!

Big Rapids Community Library
• Chickens 101 on March 26th at 6:00PM. Learn 

about raising chickens and ducks, and meet 
some of them too!

• The Seed Library is open for anyone who wants 
to start their seedlings inside.

Check the Library website for more event details. 

Meet and Greet continued.

Clairfier project from 2018 included sandblasting and painting.

Public Works Director Heather Bowman, Public Safety Director Jim Eddinger, and BRPS 
Superintendent Tim Haist accepted a 2018 Outstanding Traffic Safety Achievement 
Award in Lansing for work done to improve safety around local elementary schools.

Aeration basins at the Wastewater Treatment Plant.


